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DR. 0SGOOD’S LETTERS.—-No. 2.

T0 THE REYV. RALPH EMERSON, D.D., ||

Pegfessor in ‘the Theological Seminary a
“Andover.

Dear Brother,—As the first part of you
-5th letter is'occupied with a continuation of
your arguments.in favor of the sincerity o
‘the cletgy in their declaration of oppesitio
1o slavery, I shall pass it by and offer/a fe
sremarks upon that sentence in my' speech,
in wivieh 1 said the opposers of the [aboli-
Tioniss ¥ are bound to strike out. soime nev
plan,” &eo. This obligation I consjder
'be of a moral character, of course, It |

rises out-of'the nature of slavery, and d
‘effeets which the system? uniformly produ
ces. | These effects you are as rend L{ *
‘deprecate as any-aboliyioniet in the | m{. '
I hope you have made yourself ucquhime(h
with: the most abhorrent of them. I| hope
that-you and all your christian brethren
who stind.aloof from the anti-slavery, soci+
eties, are fully aware of the horrible licen:
tiousness which i8 nourished by tlis sys-
tem ; this I consider to be the most revolt-
g feature of the mouster, and ‘ore wl'kichi
ought to rouse the feelings of- every Chris-
tian throughout t!;g land, and bring’ them
10 some action.  You are ‘aware, Sir, that
the details of evidence, which would estnb- !
Jish this  particylur enority 'of the ,slin’rdﬂr
system, woald be too disgusting 0 be
spread hefore the public, either‘in a lecuire




. ganiation of the blacks and whites, which

or in a.printed form. But you cannotques-
\ion, the fagt, though you .may, ot have
tmgﬁye{l in the Slave States, and seen ﬂﬁ
numberless “ living epistles” which estab-
lish it. We will say nothing of this amal-

abolitionists are taunlingly accused of wish-
ing to bring about. Yes Sir, accused by
respectable men, who have no better argu-
~qeénts with which'to withstand the power
‘of truth, spread out in the lectures and wri-
tings of vhe abolitionisu‘-, But I ask; in
what light-weght Christians to regard that
_ ‘umversal system of ‘eoug¢nbinage which is

practiced by the blacks themselves gin all
_#he slave Swtes? The slave laws do.
fiet recognize the martiage “institation.—
The master has the power to dissolve
it at plegguqe, and either of the ‘par-
ties, cohabiting together, may break off
their connection, at will, and do 80, in mul-
situdes of instances. ~As to the validity of |
marriage, ‘it 'is a mere nullity. 1 will not.
pursue this subject further ; but 1 ask again,
{'the comsideration of it ought not to excite!
nauiry in the minds of good people, which
would Jead to some. wunited action ?—|
AS to your question, in what light, any|
"ew movement, whigh should awaken
nuch interest in the community, would be

vegarded, I helieve T can answer for many
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to see “a mor FHAYY, spieh : g
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ty to the captiv, It
8ir, that very few persons e ted

from the “ American Union.”  If I am” vot!
misinformed

»#ome of its members had no
confidence in jis success, and therefpre.
could not labor wi}, much ardor to aceoin-
plish its méasures, Ay to the Colonization




u are well aware thal tbe"'u'_" li:"ﬁ
: Hy-regardni B, 1 -|5

it respects the ppor sluver—- | b
scheme, | wized by | t

which is dalcqlated|to! I
ilantheopists in the free Sta -

us pre
by | feai
o
rtainly some| pf the most !
e~ most beﬁ't'volem'a, d

igh minded me | in the free | |
d with it. 5}’hes;e men fully belidye |
 they dre sustaining the cldims of bu-{!
jty and produging a hdppy fofluence jo |
t [of the slave by their measures.
n go.on. For one I have never uiter
any| #nathemas |against this socipty.| I was |
onelof its earliest ndvocates, injthis secti
of t [H»Smté, and did what [ cauld to carry
ard its pans.; 1 hope it will 'be the |

| insttument of ﬂ*e#t‘ 80051 to Affien, but I
n£n ‘say that Ilcansider it of n worth

| contection with the emancipation of the
| slaves. Those | members of . the societly,
|| with the Hon. President at the head, wha
1| ery hosanna at their anniversaries, qnd who
|| still ‘Hold their fellow men in 1dage, must
| excuse us.“ weak fanaties, if
| thein sincerily, in their professed
| slavery. 1\do not upprehend that |
|| & be'-{ldgéd{as the father of sedition, or |
cast-out {of the abolition ranks i; fory havii
| created a new race of nonconl}:‘mi ts,” i

recommend to good men, who object 10 the
measures of the abolitionists, “to sttikq'q‘ t
some new plan for themnselves.”| And noyy,
my brother, gince you belong t {noisociely,
and feel so tenderly for the slave, thin
you are the most suitable person to Jead 1
‘,wny.' You'have | not taken the |grouni
'| against all * voluntady ~assdciat on%. and |1
| think iif you will-further exumine the sub-
ot vou.will [change the opinion-you have




a8t eniploying such power i
94 ‘é&ﬁmmi:a&mp £rye . Sel
for a meeting; spr d your
) llu;I Christian ity 3

great work to be dope, and that yi
multitudes aof others caunot go. with the al
olitionists,.or with | the American  Uvior
butthat you are cgnstrajued in [your col
science to d omething, The imore soby
and ?i‘de ate  among the abolitionis!
will be disposed to remnain quietkas it r
spects your action, and give you a fair o
portumity to it uke‘the experiment, and
|you ave successfulyand do mote for 1l
slaveﬁ'll‘mn we have done, we will rejoice.-
For |afe Iishouid be delighteyl to see

brethren ardently engaged in ahis business,
action on thein part is all that s requisit
zn on to sure ground.  Th

to l{‘g the [l
would|soon find; that the . nbo;;’onists a

not so will andefunatical as th
silerthem, and they would ve
ud % the right band|of fellowship” and” b
fello '__\lpelpe#s in the cause. , .,

‘b.ln\n‘notheﬁ'! pert of your Sth jet:er yo
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ive asa reason for pot joining the America
nion, which'you still regard as ¥ a respect l
able an{l philanthropic ussoc“iuion,‘” that '
% the north can do more for the kpeedy re

moval of islavery. without any'| organiza
' lall than| with one.” }“1 hav

[mt eyen wished to strike. out | any ne

ylan, ori to ‘see ‘any new '’ plan'f inventec
iers. “Thelold is better,”.itl my view §
the good old way of exerting “ motdl powt:
er overithe south,” ; on this subject; | which.
has been pursued, with at least ho bad e
feet, by every son of freedom at ‘the north,
| for more than half a century. !Insl nt i

" | season and olit of season, alwayd and ever
‘where, from the cradle to the graye, the son
of Puritans have testified their h¥ersion t
slavery and their desire of univ rsal emn
L eciontion.  ‘Their voice thus inceksantly “u
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‘everydindividual; was 'heard - and
sﬁnhiﬁase r‘n)qu%gﬁé!lﬁsto )y r‘n eld, M/&A'l!d
e ellect there which meral powe
by iphy'sicnl, like "that ¢f Euglan
r cole .ji?’) cin be expéctéd to ex

tered |
perfe
had all

pverfh
erte |

rt hat inflagnce it was exerling slowl
but su

ly. INo man at the Soualn Irenme
fo-slivery iman could be fhund nort
of the Potomac,. . But.this voi'ce? long s
shrill, so clear, s unbroken, and| in powef
like the soiind of many waters, has of  lat
been ititerruptéd by the din of Al Kinds o
66 shrrtinll Ao - » Theor
jarring cymbols and Babel voicgs.” Then
is more eloquence in this sentende than re
ality. | If the viisws liere presentdd are cor
t‘e(.l,wtp i the abolitionists have dpne wiong

in distdrbing, this united and  alll “‘pawérfiy

oice, fpr you clearly intimate. thiat they an
the misguidel zealots who have! produced
all thei
* upsid

1

One w

ers) have put back the cause of emancipa.
tion fifty or a hundred years. Byt Sir, vor
will exppect that we shall carefully examin
this gronund before we place our ) feg.fupo

it; before we digbarid every socidty thic

wears ejther the name or the imputed char
nti-slavery,” os you re otnmeénd
rd upon this last quoted | sentence
proceed to remark upon {ihe first
‘aware that ycu have here recom-

acter o

before 1
Are you

Y clangor” and mrne(lv.}lnq'{ nortlh)
down,”und  (us is ussertd_lpy otht

mendec

‘the snme course whiich the |slave |
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holders lhave iwished the penple f1lhe noft
to adop ey ofﬁ;eheg havegalled,fordemuction| |
ofour Lggislatures to this very end. 'They
|hnve v -teme Uy demanded the e!u\ctmg o
Iu&s which should prevent any 1OrGANIZ:
-tion which could bear apon ‘theipFdomestiol
irstitdtipne.” 1hese organizations are the
 very’ (hl‘gsthey most dread.’ Sa long as
.therew no systematic effort to ¢all ‘out an
on of public opinion at the -north
wh} spbuld b really “hketheLsound o
rsL %ey cared not for the “ shrill
lettr nd anbroken voice,” which you say,
was ‘uitered by every individual in-
intly.” 1f you could effect what you
sﬁn erel 1des|re to see done, yiz: ;“the dis-
-* bandi 'm f:every society that we%rs either

the name or the finputed character of anti-

aluven y ,lhe slaveholders weould | consider

“you the gpeatest benefactorlhey ctuld have.

'I‘herensno worldly honor, within | their

po er tq bestow, which they . mlJ not
Jout

| confer; upon you. ‘They would - ad| you:
a\ with wealth and  hire poets to s ug  your
)| prajse’; the names of' Howard, Wi »ork'orce,
' and all lather philanthropists wh lnbors
- havie_bleksed the world, would sivk info the
Y-‘ most coptemptible msngmﬁcance, in [com-
1| parison Wwith your -own.: | No Sir, these
e| slaveholders perfectly understand the nature
y ' “of that “lmoral power,”which is now exert-

gd th &t the north and west agajust lhell’:
t] jnstitutions. They hegin to feef

e! ence over theircown consciences.

h | jndeed “ excited a  terrible commption” at
ity uth, and unless there can be

ol sstop the mombs of th




'[ts object must haye been he removaf of

éanery,“l:th monstrous pffspring and cqirse |

(of sin,” as you very pro rly term it. -
let' me ask how much hasall this influénce
%of all the spus of (he Puritan®, exerted| in
‘sensdu and out of season, plways and every
vhere, from the clmdlg to the grave ?” How
uch I say! has it acgom 1?7 Hasit
‘diminished the nu nber ol! the slaves? [Let
the census of the Blmﬁe S ates speak. . Be-
sides the rapid increase among themselyes,
it is believed by many, that thousands have
heen siuggled into l{ extreme south ftom
Africa. ﬂns this power led to exten we
emnnclpmion amng thesinveholders?

:

| will not answer in| the affirmative. H sn
mitigated the condition ofithe slaye or I
to/a system of instruction 'which might ¢l
e their moral rhhracter, and pre
t|§(m for that hnppb' state where bonds ||I
never be felt? Leét the letters and speec es
of the Rev. Mr. Jones, a devoted and B
denying missionary at the south, and a
of the south, as well ag the reports. of l

‘| moral degradation i in whlch they ‘represpnt
| thie hundreds of thousands of slaves to be,
almost exceeds belief, and if any aboliti¢n-
| ist, in these days, should tell sucha dismal

| the expression) from-the Journal of Com-
|merce downwards, would declare it 1o
be a lie of the most malignant characier, te-

,| signed to hold up Bonthern Christians | to
| contemnt. It is well for our cause that

Synods of’ Kemuc k_y and South Carolina and
(Georg.,m declare. | Indeed, Sir; the state of

, tale, every pro-slavery newspaper, (pardon’



these documents-made their appearance
fore: the_exgitement _commenced, at
south. u‘f'?w moral coutage ol iiode
p"u:t them forth wopld scarcely have been.
proof aguninat the wrath of|the slaveholders,
\who are thus shown to be destitute. of
feelings for the eternal welfare of 1l
slayes. - You may be disposed to turn this
admi ion-agrinst bis, by saying that dur
movéments at the iorth have paralyzed the |
efforts of thése goad inen at the south, and
that now they cannot appeal to the caon-
kciences of slavehglders ang exhort them|to
Jdo something for the religious instructi
of the slives. | % |
'« T'shall probably lhave occasion to revert
 to this subject again, i 1 pursue the discus-
sion ; and 1 will therefore pass it by forthe
| present. I ask, further, itithis tremendaus
"‘“ moral power” which has been operatipg
lfor filty years, has produced any wisgivings
Lin the minds 9f slaveholders, aliout the law-
 fillness of their system ? Has it weakened
‘their confidenice in the justice of holding
“their fellow menag “goods and chattels gt
' Has it gained any assurance from thiemn that
‘} they will tuke any steps for a gradual eman-
cipation ? . Let the language of the South-
! ern Convention, answer phis -question,
‘| These gentlemen have come out boldly,api
would persunde us that the institution f
| slavery is the glory of a republic, and that
‘no country, enjoying such a forin of gox-
‘ernment, can arrive at the highest point pf
! civilization, if it does not sustain this sys-

" tem. | = <f S =4
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| Before the action of th:‘mbolitionists co
meanced, mapy. slayeholders were ‘loud
their %aﬁe ya%%”ﬁi%"&, I VEry P Py call- |
‘e on us at the norih to give them sympp- |
thy. They represented then.selves as in an |
“unhappy condition, which they would glad-
"1y exchange if they could.; But since they {
“ have been so pressed by ‘the - arywments pf’|
“anti-slavery men, l?t_ay have fuced aboutand |

- how defend the system, and . declare 1}
' determination to adhere to it. Now Sir,J
; ask what favorable influence, the mos
l)OWd;r‘of the north, which bas been “ slow-
L. y but surely operating for fifty years,” h
" had upon the systém of slavery ? It nust
" certainly require apother| haif century at’
! least; to remove it at this rate. T shall haye
H oceasion to refer to this portion of your 5th
[{“ letter in n future corhmunicatien.  Accept
the assurance of my sincere regard, ™
z; A .| 8. Oseoop. |
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